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Abstract
The main purpose of the present research was to examine authenticity factors in reading
comprehension achievement tests in Iranian high schools through Coh- matrix2. Thirty
readingtextsofsimilarlengthwererandomlyselectedfromarchivedfinalexamsandanalyzed
on five various measures of Adjacent Argument Overlap, Latent Semantic Analysis (LSA)
Frequency of ContentWords, Type-Tokenratioand connectives.The datawere analyzed by
Coh-matrixandwerestatisticallyanalyzedthroughSPSS.15.Theresultsshowedtheoptimum
caseforonlytwomeasures of Type-tokenratioand Connectives.thetwo measures of Latent
SemanticAnalysisand FrequencyofContentWordswerelowindicatingimmediateattention
bythelanguagetesters.However, the gainedresults over Adjacent ArgumentOverlapindex
showed an upper-middle average. Possible negative and positive aspects of the currently
used texts for reading comprehension tests in Iranian high schools are cared for at the end.

Key Words: authenticity, cohesion, achievement tests, coh-matrix, reading comprehension test
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2. Backman
3. situational authenticity
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7. Frequency of Content Words
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